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The Effect of Task-Based Learning (TBL) with the Application of Multimedia on
Undergraduates’ Motivation in Learning English
Change of the will of university students by taking a lecture for the qualification

Kurita Rumiko
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This study is interested in understanding whether EFL learners would find a content-rich, task-
based approach with the application of multimedia in learning the English language meaningful
and motivating. Task-Based Learning method is applied with the application of multimedia aids on
the EFL (English as Foreign Language) undergraduates. Students work in a group of four to six to
complete the project. The task given is a role-playing storytelling in English. The students will be
asked to role-play the story selected for video production. After the preparation completed, students
recorded their act using the video camera and produce a short movie.

Keywords: Storytelling, Video Production, Multimedia Aids, Task-Based Learning,
Communication Skills

1. Introduction

Learning a foreign language takes a lot of hard work,
consistency and also plenty of motivation. Instead of
attending to the English classes for many years,
undergraduates especially those with the background of
the mono-lingual society find it hard to master a foreign
language such as English. There are many aspects to
study when we try to figure out the reason of why many
of the undergraduate’s face difficulties in English
communication. Previous research shows that the lack
of English-speaking environment and the differences
between the two languages in term of the phonetic are
the main obstacles for students to master English
language. Japanese students are wvery good in
memorizing the grammar rules and their range of
vocabularies in English is relatively wide. However, to
make them apply their stored knowledge of English
into the daily normal communication is rather hard.
Afraid of making mistake and worrying of the
pronunciation have pulled them behind. Lacking the
language accuracy in English in their oral
communication give the impression of poor
communicative ability. Many undergraduates are
unmotivated in improving English language skills as
they assume that it is not necessary after they
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completed their high school education. Motivation
does not only refer to the state of emotion, it is also
about the mental process of achieving goal. This study
is an attempt to find out if there is a way to improve
low-level students' motivation to communicate in
English with the multimedia aids. Engaging students to
work in a small group to produce their multimedia
documents will prepare them to work from a different
perspective. During the preparation stage (pre-task), as
a researcher, the students will learn to locate and gather
the proper information needed to solve the task given.
At the development stage (task-cycle), students will
take the responsibilities as the author and designer,
where they will decide on the type and amount of the
information to be presented to their target audience.

2. Methodology

This study employs Task-Based Learning method with
the application of multimedia aids on the EFL (English
as Foreign Language) undergraduates. As the students
work to solve the task, they gain opportunities to talk,
and such interaction is part of the language acquisition
where students put an effort in understanding the group
and expressing their ideas. The task given is role-
playing storytelling in English. The students will be
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asked to role-play the story selected for video
production. Instead of watching the available videos for
the language learning purposes, students will produce
their video clips by retelling the old-folk story
(Mukashibanashi) in the English language. This study
is conducted to find out the Effect of Task-Based
Learning (TBL) with the Application of Multimedia on
Undergraduates’ Motivation in learning English. The
study took place from the beginning of the new
semester in April 2018 and completed in August 2018.
6 undergraduates take part in the study and they are
given questionnaire on motivation in improving
English language communication skill. To enhance the
learning process, instructor may take into consideration
the usage of both Task-Based Learning and Grammar-
Translation Method; direct translation is allowed.

3. Role Playing
The potential effects of the multimedia aids in role-
playing storytelling in building students’ motivation in
learning English Language; and the effectiveness of
this method to improve the communication skills in the
English Language are the areas of interest in this study.
In this study, the performance of the students in the
role-playing storytelling will be recorded into the video,
along with the students' English words pronunciation
intonation.
The following 3 points are involved in this study;

1. Cognitive Learning
Japanese folk tales (Mukashibanashi) are short
and simple stories. Japanese folk tales can
always be pictured by imagination of the
scenery of the place, period and characters.
Additionally, there will be a conclusion that
summarizes the whole story with the learned
moral from the story itself. Therefore, difficult
English phrases can be avoided in order to
retell the story
Psychomotor Learning
Psychomotor learning is the relationship of
cognition and physical movement in the
learning process. By doing the acting, students’
body expression incorporating the role-
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playing and they would be able to devise
cognition process and communication skills.
Repetition

The recorded short clip will be able to play as
many times as the students needed. This will
help them to remember the phrases and
expression from the conversation.

4. Analysis

After the sessions is completed, students’ feedback is
collected. From the questionnaire feedback which
conducted after the first video clip completion, the
positive feedbacks from the students are as following;

“Doing this project, | enjoyed the whole process from
writing the script, recording the video clip and until the
editing part; | am able to listen and watch my own
English expression and aware of my own mistake. ”

“It was easy for me to memorize the grammar and
words by acting them.”

Level of positive feedback is 8 out of 10, with the min
of 7.8; median 8.8 and standard deviation of 3.

5. Conclusion

This study is intended to improve the language
speaking accuracy and to study the tendency of the
method. Regression analysis from the following 3
hypotheses will be conducted; Students will be able to
develop not only the ability to comprehend the content
but also the grammatical rules that they need to
communicate; Video production provides the pre-
learning and post-learning and the learning motivation
of English Language can be increased. The results of
the study are expected to support the evidence of task-
based learning in teaching communication in English
subject.
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Citizen self-awareness assessment in elementary schools of
Japan and Costa Rica: Through story-based educational media

Mena Araya Aarén Eli

Tsukuba University Graduate School

Abstract: One of the goals of elementary school education is providing
children with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes they need in order to
become active citizens, able of seeking solutions to social issues. Such
citizenship can be effectively nurtured by integrating narrative learning in
the development of a strong citizen identity. This paper describes the
practice and assessment of learning activities in which Japanese and Costa
Rican students use story-based educational media, such as animation and

comics,

to create stories representing solutions to problems related

community life. An analysis of the comics created by the students yielded
information on the students’ level of self-awareness as citizens, showing
sizable differences between the two countries.

Keywords: citizen self-awareness, assessment, story, educational media.

1. Research Objective

The 21st-century skills draw attention to the
importance of nurturing the students’
self-awareness as citizens, in both local and
global contexts (Griffin et al, 2012). Several
approaches to this 1issue emphasize the
effectiveness of the use of stories in learning.
The aim of this research is to propose a method
for the assessment of children’s self-awareness as
citizens, taking advantage of the possibilities of
storytelling as a tool for children to express their
ideas in active and creative ways.

2. Theoretical framework

2.1. Democratic citizenship
Storytelling

De Groot (2018) puts forward the concept of
democratic citizenship identity (henceforth DCI),
as a theoretical framework for approaching
citizenship education through narrative learning.
DCI can be understood as the narratives
individual students have about their own
citizenship philosophy, civic self-image, and
democratic learning experiences. This research
regards the concept of DCI as an effective tool for
comprehending how citizens view themselves
and their communities, and consequently, as a
valuable guide for the assessment of the students’
self-awareness as citizens.

2.2. Stories in the construction of identity

De Groot’s views on citizenship identity closely
resonate with previous research on the

identity and
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relationship between stories and the structures of
knowledge. Schank and Abelson (1977) define
“scripts” as one of the main structures through
which human knowledge 1is created and
organized. Scripts are action sequences
describing general or specific situations. They
can also be understood as chains of events
causally connected to each other. In this sense,
scripts are little stories that can help us infer our
own actions and the actions of others.
Mankowski and Rappaport (1995) assert that
approaching knowledge as a form of storytelling
also allows understanding how personal and
social 1identities are developed and changed.
These processes involve, fundamentally, the
integration of preexisting stories into new ones.
While creating their own identity, individuals
and communities use socially shared stories to
answer questions about who they are, how they
got to be that way, how they should be, and what
are they going to be in the future.

This research argues that the assessment of the
students’ self-awareness must focus on learning
experiences in which they use the narratives they
perceive in their communities to create stories
that reflect their own personal identity.

2.3. The action spheres as representations of
identity

Propp (1968) analyzed hundreds of folktales,
focusing on the different functions performed by
the characters. He proposed that, in most stories,
only seven distinct functions can be identified,
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and named the relationship between each of
these functions and the characters present in the
story as action spheres. The seven action spheres,
as defined by Propp, are the Villain, the Donor,
the Helper, the Princess and her father, the
Dispatcher, the Hero and the False Hero.
Depending on the specific way they relate to the
goals and challenges set for the hero in the story,
any given character may fall into one or more of
the action spheres.

In stories dealing with community issues, the
allocation of the action spheres among the
different characters can yield information about
the personal identity of the storyteller.
Specifically, by focusing on the action spheres
that elementary school children assign to the
characters in their stories, it is possible to
determine the social roles they perceive as valid
or desirable for themselves and other children.

3. Method

This research presents a citizen self-awareness
assessment method, dealing with how children
express their identity as citizens through stories
related to problems in school and community life.
By focusing on storytelling, the assessment
method seeks to tap into universal interests and
abilities, shared by children all over the world.
With the aim of testing its adaptability to
different sets of conditions, the method was
applied in two public elementary schools.

The first school is located at the Ibaraki
prefecture of Japan, and the second one is in the
Alajuela province of Costa Rica. In each school
the students of a sixth-grade class (21 students in
Costa Rica and 27 students in Japan) voluntarily
participated in problem-based learning activities
during three lessons. Specifically, the students
participated in the following activities.

3.1. Viewing of animated short films

In this activity, the students watch an animated
short film, and with the guidance of the teacher,
they identify the issues being presented. Two
short animated films were produced for this
study, one for each country. Both animated films
depict various road traffic safety problems that
may affect students and other actors of the
community. These films fulfill the function of
presenting the different problems the students
may emphasize later in their own stories.

3.2. Creation of comic script

In this task, the students select one of the
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individual problems depicted in the animated
films and create the script for a comic presenting
a solution to the problem. They use a worksheet
that includes a table in which the learners can
define the actions and dialogues of the characters
involved in the story they want to create.

A basic structure of four panels is suggested in
the worksheet: one panel showing the problem
and its causes, two panels sketching the actions
and dialogues aimed to solve the problem, and
one panel illustrating a new situation in which
the problem has been solved.

3.3. Creation of digital comic

In this stage, the students utilize Voicing Board
(henceforth VB) for the span of two lessons to
create their own comics based upon the contents
they had previously organized in the comic script
worksheet. In VB the students can compose their
own comics, using the characters and
backgrounds depicted in the animated films.
While telling a story about how a problem of the
community is solved, the students can not only
express the voices of different actors they identify
as part of their communities, but they can also
appropriate some of those voices and make them
their own. In this way, VB provides the students
with an opportunity to express their own citizen
self-awareness through the actions of the
children involved in the story.

3.4. Assessment of citizen self-awareness through
comic analysis

Based on the analysis of the specific functions
defined for the seven action spheres presented by
Propp, and their relationship with the recurrent
actions displayed by the different characters in
the stories created by the students, a set of six
action spheres is proposed (Table 1). These
adapted action spheres are meant to be specific
for the analysis of the stories in which children
suggest solutions for problems in their
communities. Furthermore, since the focus of this
study is the way children view themselves and
their peers within the dynamics of citizen life, the
object of the analysis is limited to the characters
of children.

A rubric was applied to the individual analysis of
each story. Additionally, for every comic, a matrix
describing and organizing the individual actions
of the characters was prepared. In each country,
two researchers assessed all the comics. Every
comic was assessed and scored using the values
indicated in the rubric.
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Table 1. Adapted action spheres

Adapted action spheres

Citizen Self-awareness

Hero: Decides the solution
strategy, and acts towards
the solution on its own
initiative. Its actions
trigger the solution.

High self-awareness (4
pts):  Children are
assigned action
spheres that are both
positive and active.

Helper: Responds to the
hero’s actions and
provides the tools (things)
or methods (ideas,
procedures) needed for
the solution.

Or engages in the solution
following the instruction
of the hero or another
helper.

Dispatcher: Orders
someone else to solve the
problem or points out the
need of solving the
problem. Does not engage
in the solution actions.

Somewhat high
self-awareness (3 pts):
Children are assigned
action spheres that are
positive but passive.

Victim: It 1is directly
affected by the problem.
Does not engage in the
solution in any way.

False Hero: Fails in the
solution and worsens the

Somewhat low
self-awareness (2 pts):
Children are assigned

actions spheres that
are negative but
passive.

problem.

Or wunfairly takes the

credit for the solution.

Villain:  Causes  the | Low self-awareness (1
problem. pts):  Children are
Or deliberately hinders | assigned action

spheres that are both
negative and active.

the solution.

The analysis also acknowledges the concept of
character arc, which refers to the internal
changes a character experiences as a result of the
difficulties and challenges he or she faces
throughout the story (Bell, 2004).

In the animated films, the children are mostly
portrayed in negative or passive roles, such as
Dispatchers, Victims and Villains. This 1is
because the animated films only depict the
problems, and therefore, the action spheres
usually related to the causes and effects of the
problem are predominant. In order to portray
more positive and active roles for the characters
of children, the students must provide them with
positive character arcs. Considering these points,
the analysis places special attention on the action
spheres expressed at the end of the story.

4. Results

The assessment of the students’ -citizen
self-awareness includes two scores. The first
score focuses on the highest action sphere
expressed within the story. It ranks every comic
on a scale from 1 to 4, depending on the
positiveness and activeness of the roles played by
the characters (Table 1). This score is called
citizen self-awareness score and it is the main
value used to determine the level of citizen
self-awareness of the students.

The second score is the action sphere average
score. Fixed values from 1 to 6 are used to rate
the different action spheres, being Hero the
highest with a 6, and Villain the lowest with a 1.
This score offers additional insights on how the
students creating the comics view the role of
children in citizen life. Namely, it offers
information on the internal configuration of the
different characters within the story.

Table 2 shows the scores assigned to the comics
created by the students. It also lists the action
spheres assigned to the characters depicted in
each one of the comics. A Wilcoxon signed-rank
test was conducted to compare the score results
of Japan and Costa Rica, and it was determined
that the differences in both citizen self-awareness
score (W=130, p < .05) and action sphere average
score (W=131, p < .05) are statistically significant
between the two countries.

5. Discussion

The results of the assessment show Japanese
students were able to express a high level of
citizen self-awareness in a much higher
proportion than Costa Rican students. Likewise,
by focusing on the configuration of the different
action spheres present in each story, it is possible
to 1identify Heroes and Helpers as the
predominant action spheres in the comics created
by Japanese students. In contrast, even though
only three of the stories created by Costa Rican
students depict a Hero, nearly half of them
include a Villain. The predominant action
spheres in Costa Rica are the Dispatchers, closely
followed by the Helpers. Does this mean that
Japanese students, in general, have a higher
citizen self-awareness level than Costa Rican
students? Can dJapanese and Costa Rican
teachers benefit from knowing the tendencies in
the stories told by their students?
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Table 2. Citizen self-awareness score, action spheres and action sphere average score

Japan Costa Rica

n=26 n=19
Student Self-awareness Action Action sphere | Student Self-awareness  Action spheres Action sphere
code score spheres average score code score average score
JAO1 4 A6, A4 5 CR101 3 Al, A4 2.5
JA02 4 A6, A4 5 CR102 3 A5, A4 4.5
JA03 4 A6,A4, A4 4.6 CR103 3 A5 5
JA04 3 A5,A6,A3 4.6 CR104 3 A5, A5 5
JAO5 4 A6, A4 5 CR105 3 Al1,A5 3
JAO6 4 A5 5 CR106 1 Al 1
JAO7 1 Al1,A5 3 CR108 2 A2, A2 2
JAO8 1 A3,A3 3 CR109 4 A6 6
JAO09 4 A6, Ab, A5 5.3 CR110 1 Al 1
JA10 3 A4, Ab 4.5 CR111 4 A6, A6, A5, A5 5.5
JA11 1 A1, A5 3 CR112 3 Al, A4 2.5
JA12 3 Al,A4 2.5 CR113 3 A5, A4 4.5
JA13 4 A6, A0 6 CR114 3 Al, A4 2.5
JA14 1 A1, A0, A0 1 CR115 3 Al, A4 2.5
JA15 4 A6, Ab 5.5 CR116 3 Al, A4 2.5
JA16 4 A6, Ab 5.5 CR117 2 A3, A0 3
JA17 3 A6, A4, A4 4.6 CR118 3 A5, A4 4.5
JA18 4 A5, A5, A0 5 CR119 4 A6, A4 5
JA20 4 Ab, A6 5,5 CR120 3 Al, A4 2.5
JA21 4 Ab, A6 5.5
JA22 2 A6, A5, A5 5.3
JA23 1 A4, A4 4
JA24 3 A5, A6 5.5
JA25 3 A6, A5 5.5
JA26 4 A3 3
JA27 4 A6, A4 5
M 3.5 4.5 2.8 3.4
Mdn 4 5 3

The assessment method visualizes the students’
ideas on how children can participate in solving
community problems. In this way, each story
expresses mainly the students’ personal
interpretation of how children should behave as
citizens of their communities. Nonetheless, the
stories are also expected to reflect the
predominant narratives of the communities. For
example, every community has shared narratives
about the roles the government, -civic
organizations and individual citizens play in
society, and these narratives are very likely to
differ among communities. For this reason, when
assessing the stories of children from different
countries, or even from different communities of
the same country, the citizen self-awareness
results are also expected to show variations.

By providing information on what issues of the

children’s citizenship identity should be
addressed, the assessment method allows
teachers to engage in the planning of
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problem-based learning activities suited to
address these issues. Furthermore, by reapplying
the assessment method it is possible to grasp how
the students’ self-awareness level may change
through time, as the result of specific forms of
instruction or developmental changes.
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